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faithless, and to say that " self -interest," or " supposed interest," was at the 
bottom of France's participation in the war, implies so many intellectual 
and spiritual inhibitions on the part of the writer that we are at a loss for 
an adequate reply. — Editor.] 

iVIEGIN BIETHS 

Sie, — After reading Dr. McKim's article on the virgin birth of Jesus, I 
wish to say that, although for a confirmed rationalist like myself it is almost 
inconceivable that any one can seriously believe this miracle, nevertheless 
the writer at least deserves credit for being thoroughly consistent in his 
position. He is right in recognizing that Christianity can not abandon this 
miracle without abandoning them all, and that it is impossible to separate 
the supernatural element of the Gospels from the human. 

As to the truth of this miracle, while practically admitting that science 
has no record of a child's ever having been born without a human father, 
Dr. McKim asserts that " we have no experience in all the range of scien- 
tific knowledge which can serve as a criterion by which to judge this mar- 
velous fact which the annunciation brings before our minds. This phe- 
nomenon stands entirely by itself. There is no other example we can com- 
pare with it." 

Now I want to ask, will Dr. McKim deny that comparative religion is a 
science? And if he is familiar with its principles, will he assert that the 
virgin birth is unique in that field f Has he read of the virgin birth of 
Dionysius in the Bacchae of Euripides, and of the virgin births, or even 
births from a human father and a divine mother, of the numerous other 
similar characters in mythology? 

However, I am not a Christian. Christianity, while it no doubt con- 
tributed greatly to civilization, must give place to a more advanced system in 
which the good element of its doctrines will be included, along with other 
elements, in a new and larger conception. 

cybus h. eshlbmah. 
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